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MINUTES of the Agenda Conference of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Monday, August 11, 2008 at 7:30 p.m. at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:
Mary H. Forbes

Michael Giordano Jr.

Barbara Habeeb







Frank Righetti





Douglas M. Singleterry





Frank “Skip” Stabile, Council President


ABSENT:


Council Member:
Robert E. Hitchcock (excused)


Also Present:

David E. Hollod, Business Administrator 

Eric M. Bernstein, Esq., Borough Attorney 





Gloria Pflueger, Borough Clerk


The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was led by Mr. Stabile.


Council President Stabile requested a moment of silence for the men and women serving in our Armed Forces.


Council President Stabile read the following Notice of Compliance:


"This is an Agenda Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, scheduled by resolution of the Council adopted on December 10, 2007.  Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News and The Star-Ledger on December 27, 2007 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the Municipal Building and Memorial Library reserved for such purpose."


PUBLIC COMMENT:


Karen Haney, 206 Stahl’s Way, North Plainfield, complained of continuous parking of unauthorized vehicles on her street.


Frank D’Amore Sr., 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, noted the inclusion of a sign ordinance on the agenda and questioned the process and research leading up to the ordinance being considered by the governing body.


Robert Gatto, 72 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, questioned aspects of the sign ordinance, asking if there were any pending action from the American Civil Liberties Union.


Mr. Bernstein said that he had responded to the ACLU after they had sent a letter to the Mayor.  The matter was resolved. 


Antoinette Reinhart, 93 Wilson Avenue, North Plainfield, inquired after procedures regarding construction permits, specifically, delays in the process.

Tom Mullen, 214 Glenside Place, North Plainfield, commented on illegal parking problems in his neighborhood.


NEW BUSINESS:  None

OLD BUSINESS:

1.
Amendment to the Sign Ordinance – F.S.S.  Mr. Bernstein explained the proposed amendment, which would remove the time frame for sign removal and make the owners of the private property responsible for removal.  

2.
Amendment to the Satellite Dish Ordinance – F.S.S.  Mr. Bernstein explained that issues had been raised at the public hearing and final adoption of the ordinance.   Possible waivers of the ordinance were discussed.  The amendment makes provisions for waivers to be brought before the zoning board for their consideration.

3.
Open Space Tax Referendum Proposal – B.H.  Ms. Habeeb said that she was pleased that there is a resolution proposing an open space tax referendum on the ballot.  Mr. Bernstein said that the proposal would call for a one-cent tax next year.  It would be a binding referendum that would go into effect with an affirmative vote from the electorate.  The governing body’s authorization to impose the tax over a period of time would be dealt with on an annual basis.  The resolution has a sunset provision whereby the tax would expire on December 31, 2011.  North Plainfield is not the only municipality in Somerset County without an open space tax.  The one-cent tax would be the lowest proposed in the County.  If the Council passes it, it would appear on the general election ballot of November 4th. 

4.
Escrow Ordinance Addendum Proposal – B.H.  Ms. Habeeb recalled discussions two weeks previously regarding the inclusion of a community impact study and environmental impact statement to be added to the escrow ordinance, although she preferred that it appear in the subdivision ordinance.  She opined that it should have been done a long time ago, as it would have been more helpful with the Villa Maria property.  Mrs. Forbes agreed that it was an excellent idea, and asked if its passage would impact anything now before the Planning Board.  Mr. Bernstein said that the option would reside with the Board and its Chair.  On consensus, Council agreed that it is a good idea.


PUBLIC COMMENT:


Robert Gatto, 72 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, commenting on the sign ordinance, observed that the placement of political signs on private property would not be allowed until ten days before the election in question.   In the context of a Star-Ledger article, the ordinance and its restrictions were termed “Draconian.”  He complained that such a regulation would deny individuals their first amendment rights.


Frank D’Amore Sr., 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, said that problem parking on Stahl’s Way is regulated by state statute, which is under-utilized.  He said that it appears under Title 39 of state statutes and defines a vehicle that has not been moved in 48 hours’ time as abandoned and subject to summons and/or towing.  


Karen Haney, 206 Stahl’s Way, North Plainfield, as a new resident, asked for enlightenment on the satellite dish ordinance.  The Council President replied that if a resident already has a dish in place that it is grandfathered-in, if it was installed within the parameters of ordinances already on the books.


Carmela Hurling, 250 Brook Avenue, North Plainfield, questioned how community impact studies might apply to projects that were already approved.  The Council President confirmed that the provision would apply to future projects unless final subdivision approval was still pending.


David Lepak, 92 Norwood Avenue, North Plainfield, referenced an apparently abandoned vehicle on Manning Avenue at the corner of Oneida which is within 50 feet of the corner and has not been moved.  Further, he complained that Flash Taxi vehicles were monopolizing parking spaces and creating traffic hazards by blocking the corner of Greenbrook Road.

Motion to adjourn by Mr. Giordano, seconded by Mrs. Forbes and carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 8:06 p.m.







Borough Clerk

Council President
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