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MINUTES of the Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Monday, February 23, 2009 at 9:06 p.m. at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:
Mary H. Forbes





Robert E. Hitchcock





Lawrence La Ronde





Everett J. Merrill 





Frank Righetti


                                    Douglas M. Singleterry


                                  
  Frank “Skip” Stabile, Council President



Also Present:
Michael Giordano Jr., Mayor

David E. Hollod, Business Administrator

Eric M. Bernstein, Esq., Borough Attorney

Richard K. Phoenix, RMC, Deputy Borough Clerk


The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was held at the Agenda Conference.

Council President Stabile read the following Notice of Compliance:


"This is a Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, scheduled by resolution of the Council adopted on January 1, 2009. Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News and The Star-Ledger on January 2, 2009 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the Municipal Building and the Memorial Library reserved for such purpose."


PUBLIC COMMENT:


Hal Hirsch, 75 Mercer Avenue, North Plainfield, congratulated Mr. Hitchcock on the great work done to Vermeule Mansion.  He stated his displeasure with only one Public Comment session and requested it be moved to the end of the meeting.  He questioned whether collecting the back taxes due on the Villa Maria property would be taken up in the next budget discussion.  He also stated his satisfaction with the reevaluation of the property taxes, as some of the burden has been shifted to business owners.  


Frank D’Amore Sr., 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, stated there is a property maintenance violation which he reported in January 2006, at 63 Myrtle Avenue as a commercial vehicle has been parked in the driveway for years.  He questioned whether the non-working meters in the parking lot across from Borough Hall would be shut down, as they seem to not be enforced any longer by the Parking Authority.  Finally, he questioned if Governor Whitman’s Pension Holiday in the amount of approximately 2.3 million dollars will be paid back.  He also stated that in 1997 North Plainfield was 13 million dollars in debt and questioned if that amount has increased or decreased.  Mr. Bernstein explained that the Borough is now current with PFRS and is about to be current with PERS. Mr. Hollod interjected that the Pension Holiday monies were paid back in full last year and that the state mandated this program, so participation was required.


Mrs. Forbes presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 02-23-09-01  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that it hereby approves the annexed Corrective Action Plan, which outlines actions the Borough will take to correct the findings of the 2007 annual audit; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized to forward a certified copy of this Resolution and the Corrective Action Plan to the Department of Community Affairs of the State of New Jersey; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of the Resolution and the Corrective Action Plan are on file and available for inspection by the public in the office of the Borough Clerk.


Seconded by Mr. Hitchcock and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.


APPOINTMENTS BY MAYOR NOT REQUIRING COUNCIL CONFIRMATION:


Mayor Giordano announced the following, adding that the Energy Team is a brand-new board this year:


SOMERSET COUNTY ENERGY TEAM:



David E. Hollod, P.E.



James F. Rodino



Robert E. Hitchcock



Frank Stabile 


PUBLIC HEARING: 

SOMERSET COUNTY COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT APPLICATION:



Wells Road Sewer Replacement Project


PUBLIC COMMENT:  No comments.


CONSENT AGENDA
Council President Stabile stated that all matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine in nature and will be approved by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If any discussion is desired by Council, that particular item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

Mrs. Forbes requested that item “j” be removed for a separate vote.


Mr. Singleterry presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 02-23-09-02 BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that resolutions numbered

02-23-09-02a, b, c, d, e, f, g, h, and i

having been placed on the Consent Agenda and there having been no objection thereto, the same are hereby approved.


Seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.


APPROVED RESOLUTIONS:


RESOLUTION NO. 02-23-09-02a  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-1 et seq., it does hereby authorize the issuance of a license for the operation of a taxicab to the following for calendar year 2009 in accordance with the applications heretofore submitted:


Adnan Ghazanfar, t/a Liberty Limo Service LLC, 1100 Highway 22, North Plainfield, 


New Jersey


RESOLUTION NO. 02-23-09-02b  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that it does hereby authorize the issuance of a license to drive a taxicab for calendar year 2009, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-1 et seq., to the following in accordance with the applications heretofore submitted:


Rene Arteaga, 300 Maple Avenue, Apt. 107, North Plainfield, NJ


Dickson F. Camilo-Peralta, 38 Harmony Street, North Plainfield, NJ


Luis A. Gamboa, 28-30 Sandford Avenue, 3rd floor, North Plainfield, NJ


Sergio B. Portero, 384 Somerset Street, North Plainfield, NJ


Manuel J. Rico, 144 Carlisle Terrace, Plainfield, NJ


Annette Sarfatty, 579 Fisk Place, North Plainfield, NJ


Robert E. Sarfatty, 579 Fisk Place, North Plainfield, NJ


Cesar V. Soria, 140 Somerset Street, North Plainfield, NJ


Fabian Soria, 418 West 5th Street, Plainfield, NJ
RESOLUTION NO. 02-23-09-02c  WHEREAS, Michael Dell Olio did apply to the North Plainfield Planning Board for approval to subdivide his property being Tax Map Lots 13 & 14, Block 154.01; and

WHEREAS, the North Plainfield Planning Board did approve the subdivision of said property into nine lots and did approve construction plans for a 300 foot sanitary sewer extension, and

WHEREAS, construction of the approved 300 foot sanitary sewer extension requires a Treatment Works Approval from the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection and the application for same must be endorsed by the Borough of North Plainfield’s Governing Body,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the sanitary sewer permit application for a 300 foot extension to serve Michael Dell Ollio’s nine-lot subdivision be approved and that the Borough Engineer be authorized to sign the appropriate TWA Application and WQM-003 Consent form.


RESOLUTION NO. 02-23-09-02d  WHEREAS, St. Luke’s Church, 300 Clinton Avenue, North Plainfield, New Jersey, has applied for a license to conduct an off-premises 50-50 raffles on April 19, 2009; and


WHEREAS, St. Luke’s Church has been issued Identification No. 352-1-14479 by the New Jersey Legalized Games of Chance Control Commission; and


WHEREAS, investigation has shown that said applicant meets the requirements for the issuance of a raffle license;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Clerk be and is hereby authorized to issue a license to St. Luke’s Church for an off-premises 50-50 raffles to be held on April 19, 2009 at 300 Clinton Avenue, North Plainfield, New Jersey.

RESOLUTION NO. 02-23-09-02e  AUTHORIZING AMENDMENT TO THE 2009 TEMPORARY BUDGET

WHEREAS, the Revised Statutes of New Jersey 40A:4-20 provides for the adoption of temporary appropriations in addition to temporary appropriations necessary for the period between the beginning of the current fiscal year and the date of the adoption of the Local Budget for the Year 2009;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the following amendments to the temporary appropriations be made in the amounts and for the purposes herein set forth for the period between January 1st, 2009 and the adoption of the Local Budget for the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset and State of New Jersey for the fiscal year 2009:









Salaries 
         Other

  A/C # 
CURRENT FUND



& Wages        
       Expenses

20-100

Department of Administration

$45,250.00
       $4,825.00


20-110

Borough Council



         00.00
         1,850.00

20-120

Borough Clerk




  34,500.00
         6,125.00

20-130

Department of Finance


  59,250.00
         4,437.50

20-135

Annual Audit






         8,750.00

20-145

Tax Collection      
            



         2,687.50


20-150

Division of Assessments

              19,250.00
       11,137.50

20-155

Department of Law



    

       58,750.00

20-165

Engineering






       10,000.00

20-175

Historical Commission


       900.00               1,750.00

21-180

Planning Board



       300.00
         1,750.00

21-185

Board of Adjustment



       300.00
         1,250.00


22-195

Uniform Construction Code

              33,500.00                  625.00

23-210

Liability Insurance

   



     300,000.00

23-220

Group Insurance


  
         

     391,250.00

23-225

Unemployment Compensation

  
                     6,250.00

25-240

Police




         1,136,250.00
       28,375.00


25-241

Crossing Guards


              40,000.00

    0.00

25-252

Emergency Management




            500.00

25-260

Rescue Squad Contribution




         6,250.00

25-265

Fire Protection




590,500.00
       11,000.00

25-266 
Fire Hydrant



  


       45,000.00


25-267

Uniform Fire Code



    3,000.00
         2,227.00

25-268

LOSAP




    

         2,500.00


25-269

Emergency Medical Services



    
         1,500.00


25-275

Borough Prosecutor



    3,750.00

    0.00

26-290

Streets & Roads


            211,250.00
       56,125.00

26-310

Building & Grounds





       15,825.00


26-315

Vehicle Maintenance





       35,250.00

27-330

Health





  40,250.00
       27,750.00


27-340

Dog Regulation





         9,750.00

28-370

Recreation


    

  19,187.50 
         4,250.00

28-375

Maintenance of Parks





         1,625.00


28-380

Shade Tree Advisory Board




         5,250.00

30-415

Retirement Benefits



       

       35,000.00


30-420

Celebration of Public Events




         1,875.00

31-201

Contingent






         1,500.00

31-430

Electricity






       75,000.00

31-440

Telephone






       16,250.00

31-445

Water







         3,750.00

31-446

Natural Gas






       11,250.00

31-460

Gasoline






       42,500.00

31-461

Technology






         2,750.00

31-462 
Postage





                     7,750.00

31-471

Employees Retirement System



     151,750.00

36-472

Social Security





       78,750.00

36-474

Consolidated Police/Fire Retirement



                0.00


36-475

Police/Fireman Retirement




   1,335,250.00

42-300

COAH Housing





         1,250.00

42-305

Somerset County Recycling




       47,500.00

42-405

Parking Authority



  16,000.00

    0.00

42-520

NJDEP Permit Fee





         1,375.00

43-490

Municipal Court



  70,000.00
         3,700.00

43-495

Public Defender


         


         1,875.00
62-405
 
Capital Equipment  


                              
       14,750.00


Totals



      
       $2,323,437.50      $2,896,689.50

   Salaries
              Other

  A/C # 
SEWER UTILITY FUND

            & Wages   
        Expenses


55-501

Sewer Operating


          $  45,000.00
   $  11,625.00

55-502

Plainfield Area Regional Sewer



     375,500.00

55-541

Social Security


        

      
         3,425.00

55-542

Unemployment Comp Insurance                                                        250.00

Totals Sewer Utility

          $  45,000.00         $390,800.00
RESOLUTION NO. 02-23-09-02f  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Borough Treasurer is authorized to make the following refunds:

Tax Sale Certificate


Amount

Lienholder

Block 92 Lot 53


$     977.91

Issac Moradi

Certificate #08-00091





520 Elm Street









Kearny, NJ  07032

Block 148 Lot 52


$     424.06

James C. Older

Certificate #08-00143 




87 E Mountain Road









Hillsborough, NJ  08844

Block 100 Lot 18


$  2,098.06

Edison Tax Services

Certificate #08-00103





1350 Liberty Avenue









Hillside, NJ  07205

Block 99 Lot 41


$     621.58

Chun T. Li

Certificate #08-00100





9 Maljim Court









Wayne, NJ  07470

Block 135 Lot 1


$  1,377.77

Sequoia Investments

Certificate #08-00129





PO Box 5600









Woodbridge, NJ  07095

Block 154.04 Lot 6


$     229.58

George Shrier

Certificate #06-00100





201 South 2nd Avenue









Highland Park, NJ  08904


RESOLUTION NO. 02-23-09-02g  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Borough Treasurer is authorized to make the following refunds:

Refund Property Tax Overpayments:

Block 28.03 Lot 20


$  1,557.79

Litton Loan Servicing

1st Quarter 2009





4828 Loop Central Drive










Suite 151










Houston, TX 77081-9902







RESOLUTION NO. 02-23-09-02h  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that the Treasurer is hereby authorized to refund the following:

Refund of Dumpster Bond:

H.A. Lauterwald, Jr., P.E.
$ 200.00

157 Westervelt Avenue

North Plainfield, NJ  07060


RESOLUTION NO. 02-23-09-02i  RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD AUTHORIZING LEVERAGING WITH COUNTY OF SOMERSET IN PARIS GRANT ACTIVITIES

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that since the State of New Jersey has launched its pioneering Public Archives and Records Infrastructure Support (PARIS) grant program to meet the strategic records management, preservation and storage needs of county and municipal governments; and


WHEREAS, a top priority of the PARIS grants program is to achieve efficiencies of cost and operation through shared services and to create a service structure for municipalities that do not have the resources to create one for themselves; and


WHEREAS, in the 2009-10 grant cycle, priority funding will be given to county projects to perform municipal inventories, needs assessments and strategic plans for all of their municipalities; and


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield desires to collaborate with the County of Somerset in the performance EDMS Expansion, training program and disaster recovery study; and


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield is acknowledging that their eligible funding of $40,000.00 will be leveraged with the County of Somerset; and


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield is acknowledging that the County of Somerset would be both the lead agency and the applicant for such a proposal; and


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Borough does support and commit to cooperation and participation in the PARIS grant for the purposes set forth above, and to execute and deliver all documents required incident thereto.


Mr. Singleterry presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 02-23-09-02j  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the attached bills of the accounts named and for the amounts stated, having been duly audited and found to be correct as of the 23rd day of February, 2009, the same be paid; and that the Mayor and Chief Financial Officer are hereby authorized to sign and deliver warrants for the same.  


Seconded by Mr. Righetti with Roll Call as follows:


Ayes:  Hitchcock, La Ronde, Merrill, Righetti, Singleterry, Stabile


Abstain:  Forbes


Resolution carried 6-0-1.

REPORTS 2008:  
Friends of Vermeule Mansion Management Report 

as presented to the Borough Council

REPORTS 2009:

Somerset County Health Department January Monthly

Abbreviated Summary Budget Account Status as of 2/18/09

COMMUNICATIONS:

	North Plainfield Board of Education
	Re:  Press release seeking candidates for election to the Board of Education 

	
	Re:  Agenda for February 18, 2009 meeting 

	US Census Bureau

New York, NY
	Re:  Information for the 2010 Census which will be conducted on April 1, 2010

	Lombardi and Lombardi

Edison, NJ
	Re:  Estate of A.L. Castro, Deceased 

	Rutgers, the State University

New Brunswick, NJ
	Re:  2007 NJ Legislative District Data Book 

	NJ Department of Environmental Protection
	Re:  NJDEP child care facility approval letter for The Giving Nest Preschool and Kindergarten 

	NJ Redevelopment Authority

Trenton, NJ
	Re:  Redevelopment training institute workshop for March 9, 2009

	NJ Department of Community Affairs

Trenton, NJ
	Re:  2009 Deadline Extensions 

	
	Re:  Change in filing of Financial Disclosure Statements for Newly Appointed or Elected Officers

	
	Re:  Contracting for Renewable Energy Services P.L. 2008, c. 83

	
	Re:  CY 2009 Budget and Financial Issues Update

	
	Re:  Information for on-line registration services 

	NJ Home Ownership Preservation Effort
	Re:  NJ Hope Alliance website to assist homeowners with their mortgage issues

	Martin Greenblatt

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Martin Greenblatt Docket No. SOM-L-000623-08

	Jack Zeller

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Letter of Resignation from OEM/LEPC Committee

	Somerset County Planning Board

Somerville, NJ
	Re:  Wastewater Management Planning guidance-Piedmont Area & February 18, 2009 Meeting Invitation

	
	Re:  Planning Chair Breakfast Forum, March 9, 2009

	
	Re:  COAH Update 

	Somerset County Board of Chosen Freeholders
	Re:  High School Students to Compete in ‘2009 Consumer Bowl’

	
	Re:  Nominations Sought for Excellence in the Arts Awards 

	NJ State League of Municipalities 


	Re:  League Professional Development Seminar 

	
	Re:  Legislative update & COAH-Affordable Housing Update

	
	Re:  Federal Stimulus Package Presidents

 Weekend Update

	
	Re:  Senate Action on Stimulus Divergent Bills Go To Conference Committee

	
	Re:  A-3753 Municipal Library Funding Flexibility

	
	Re:  NJLM Fight Fraud- Seminar Reminder 

	
	Re:  First Annual Women’s Celebration Day Brunch, March 13, 2009

	
	Re:  Legislative Alert; A-3688 (Cryan)/S-14(Codey) Reduces Required Local Employer Contributions to PERS and PFRS for State Fiscal Years 2008 through 2011; Federal Funding Availability (Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grants)

	NJ Historical Commission

Trenton, NJ
	Re:  16th Annual History Issues Convention 



	Comcast

Union, NJ
	Re:  Enhanced network information 

	Frederick Coles, III

Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  NJ Tort claim for Maria Broadnax 

	BPU NJ Clean Energy

Newark, NJ
	Re:  Local Government Energy Audit 

	PSE&G
	Re:  Notice of Public Hearings Re-rates 

	Patricia Poitevien-LeBlanc, MD

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Letter of Resignation from Historic Preservation Commission 

	Plainfield Area Humane Society

Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Activity Report for January 2009

	NJ Council on Affordable Housing

Trenton, NJ
	Re:  Appointment of Municipal Housing Liaison Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset 

	NJ Department of Transportation

Freehold, NJ
	Re:  Rockview Avenue, North Plainfield Borough 2009 Municipal Aid Program 

	Courier News

Somerville, NJ
	Re:  Relocation to 92 East Main Street in Somerville

	Somerset County Board of Taxation

Somerville, NJ
	Re:  Petition of Appeal 

	NJ State Records Committee
	Re:  Notice of Availability of Grants; Public Archives and Records Infrastructure Support (PARIS) Grants


REQUESTS FOR AGENDA ITEMS:

Mrs. Forbes stated that they are due a Rescue Squad report on their quarterly income and expenditures.  
 


Mr. Bernstein requested that Council President Stabile place an update on labor matters on the next meeting’s Executive Session agenda.


Mr. Merrill requested a presentation or oral report from the Recreation Director.

COMMENTS BY MAYOR, ADMINISTRATOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS:

Mayor Giordano reported that he attended the opening of Congressman Leonard Lance’s district office in Westfield; he was pleased to announce that he has set up a meeting with Congressman Lance to discuss the zip code, as well as several other issues.  He announced that he had attended the Boy Scouts Troop 235 Annual Family Dinner and commended the parents and leaders on the work they are doing with the young men.  He also attended the Freeholders meeting about the turf for Krausche field and discovered they have had surveyors on the field already and will look to move forward as soon as possible with the project.  There was some discussion of moving the graduation ceremony to Lower Krausche, but it remained undecided for now.  


Mrs. Forbes thanked Mr. DeBlasio and Mr. Hollod for their help with the budget.  She also thanked the Boy Scouts and stated it was a nice way to start the evening. 


Mr. Hitchcock thanked the Boy Scouts.  He announced an open house at the Munday house on Rockview Avenue for Saturday.  


Mr. Merrill congratulated the North Plainfield Varsity Boys Basketball team as they had become Conference Champions with their win that evening.  


 Mr. Singleterry thanked the Boy Scouts and Mr. Hitchcock for all of his work with Vermeule.  


Mr. Stabile thanked Mr. Hitchcock for his great work with Vermeule.  He also thanked the Boy Scouts for their participation in a government meeting.

Motion to adjourn by Mr. Righetti, seconded by Mr. La Ronde and carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 9:28 p.m.







Borough Clerk

Council President


2/23/09


