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MINUTES of the Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Monday, September 14, 2009 at 7:52 p.m. at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:
Mary H. Forbes





Robert E. Hitchcock, Council Vice President





Lawrence La Ronde





Everett Merrill 





Frank Righetti


                                    Douglas M. Singleterry


Also Present:
Michael Giordano Jr., Mayor

David E. Hollod, Business Administrator

Wendy Wiebalk, Esq., Borough Attorney

Richard K. Phoenix, RMC, Borough Clerk


ABSENT:


Council President:  
Frank “Skip” Stabile (excused) 

The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was led by Mrs. Forbes.

Council Vice President Hitchcock read the following Notice of Compliance:


"This is a Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, scheduled by resolution of the Council adopted on January 1, 2009. Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News and The Star-Ledger on January 2, 2009 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the Municipal Building and the Memorial Library reserved for such purpose."


PUBLIC COMMENT:


Hal Hirsch, 74 Mercer Avenue, North Plainfield, questioned when the intersection of Sycamore and Rockview will be fixed, as it gets worse and worse every winter.  He also conveyed his concerns about potential work in the Ridge Road area.


Henry Stoner, 343 West End Avenue, North Plainfield, questioned tonight’s hearing time regarding Comcast Cable.


Mr. Hitchcock thereupon closed public comment. 


The Clerk had submitted copies of the minutes of the Biennial Organization Meeting of January 1, 2009; Agenda Conference and Regular Meetings of January 12, 2009; and the Special Meeting and Joint Meeting of January 26, 2009.


Mr. La Ronde questioned attendance at the January 12th meetings by Mr. Merrill, saying that he appeared to be present at one but not the other.   Mr. Hitchcock recommended that the tape of the meeting be checked and that the minutes be appropriately amended to reflect the actual attendance taken at the meetings of that evening.


Council Vice President Hitchcock called for a Roll Call on the minutes of the following meetings:


Organizational Meeting of January 1, 2009:


Ayes:  Forbes, La Ronde, Righetti, Singleterry


Abstain:  Merrill, Hitchcock


Agenda Conference and Regular Meeting of January 12, 2009:


Ayes:  Forbes, Hitchcock, La Ronde (as amended), Singleterry


Abstain:  Merrill, Righetti


Special Meeting and Joint Meeting of January 26, 2009:


All six voting aye.


MAYORAL PROCLAMATIONS:


Mayor Giordano read the following Proclamation:

WHEREAS:  DAVID ADDISON PHILLIPS AND  DOROTHEA BETTE PHILLIPS celebrate their Sixtieth Wedding Anniversary on September 2nd, 2009; and

WHEREAS:  DAVID A. PHILLIPS graduated from Brashear High School in 1942 and served in World War II in the Army Air Force in the Philippines for which he was awarded the Bronze Star; and


WHEREAS: D. BETTE PHILLIPS graduated from Dormont High School in 1948 thereafter attended a business college; and 


WHEREAS:  DAVID A. PHILLIPS AND D. BETTE PHILLIPS met at the Dormont public pool after his return from the war; and  


WHEREAS:  DAVID A. PHILLIPS AND D. BETTE PHILLIPS moved in the summer of 1960 from Bethel Park to a new neighborhood at 721 Taft Avenue, North Plainfield, New Jersey; and  

WHEREAS:  DAVID A. PHILLIPS AND D. BETTE PHILLIPS raised their son Scott and daughter Dana, who both graduated from North Plainfield High School; and 

WHEREAS:  DAVID A. PHILLIPS AND D. BETTE PHILLIPS  lived at the same Taft Avenue home for approximate twenty five years until their move to Nashua, New Hampshire.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED that I, Michael Giordano Jr., Mayor of the Borough of North Plainfield, do hereby congratulate

DAVID A. PHILLIPS AND D. BETTE PHILLIPS

for their commitment to their family and community and I hereby urge all our residents to join me in wishing DAVID A. PHILLIPS AND D. BETTE PHILLIPS  a

Happy 60th Wedding Anniversary
Best Wishes to DAVID A. PHILLIPS AND D. BETTE PHILLIPS on this momentous

occasion.


Mayor Giordano then read the following Proclamation:


WHEREAS:
Ovarian Cancer is called the “silent disease” because its symptoms are often vague or subtle; and 


WHEREAS:
Ovarian Cancer is the fifth leading cause of cancer deaths among women and the leading cause of gynecologic cancer death in the United states; Each year, more than 22,000 women are diagnosed with the disease and approximately 16,000 from it; and 


WHEREAS:
If detected in its early stages, survival from ovarian cancer is 90-95 percent.  Yet the five-year survival rate for the disease is only 28 percent, because it is so difficult to detect early; and 


WHEREAS:  The Turn the Towns Teal campaign was launched by Gail MacNeil during her 10 year battle of ovarian cancer.


WHEREAS:
Kaleidoscope of Hope, the Atlantic Health System and the National Ovarian Cancer Coalition- Northern NJ (NOCC) are partnering to promote awareness of ovarian cancer through the Turn the Towns Teal Campaign.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED that I, Michael Giordano Jr., Mayor of the Borough of North Plainfield, do hereby proclaim the month of September as

OVARIAN CANCER AWARENESS MONTH

in the Borough of North Plainfield, and urge all employees and residents to raise their level of awareness on the subject of ovarian cancer and support Turn the Towns Teal campaign.

HEARING:

COMCAST CABLEVISION OF THE PLAINFIELDS APPLICATION FOR RENEWAL OF MUNICIPAL CONSENT


The Council Vice President opened the floor.


PUBLIC COMMENT:


Henry Stoner, 43 West End Avenue, North Plainfield, questioned whether or not a competitive situation exists in the Borough for cable TV service, citing Dish Net, Time Warner and others.


Mr. Hitchcock replied that there is competition with a seven-year commitment in recognition of the capital equipment necessary to provide the service.  He added that the Borough does periodically have the opportunity to switch vendors.


The speaker asked when the seven years would expire.  


Mr. Charles Smith, Northern Jersey Director of Government Affairs of Comcast was present and took the floor at the invitation of Mr. Hitchcock.  He delivered a prepared statement explaining that Comcast is in the final stages of the cable television franchise renewal process, which was commenced on March 5, 2007 by sending a letter to the Borough indicating their intention to renew their non-exclusive franchise.   This was followed by an optional ascertainment period during which the Borough had the opportunity to review Comcast’s performance and issue a report.  The Borough did not issue a report.  Following the state’s timelines, Comcast filed an application for renewal of municipal consent on or about April 17, 2009.  That application has been available for public inspection in the Borough Clerk’s Office.   Tonight’s hearing is on that application.  This is an opportunity for both the Governing Body and Comcast to hear from the public.  The Borough Attorney will advise that the Governing Body is obliged to base its franchise renewal decision on the answer to four questions:

· Has the cable operator substantially complied with the material terms of the existing franchise and applicable laws?

· Has the quality of the operator’s service, including signal quality, response to consumer complaints and billing practices been reasonable in light of community needs?

· Does the operator have the financial, legal and technical ability to provide facilities as acceptable?

· Is the cable operator franchise capable of meeting the future cable needs of the community, taking into account the cost of making such commitments?

Two areas that cannot be considered when renewing the franchise are rates which are governed by state and federal statutes and outside of the municipality’s authority.  The channel line-up is protected under the first amendment, although the public and Governing Body are not precluded from commenting on rates and program content.  Such considerations cannot be factored-into the municipality’s decision on franchise renewal.

Mr. Smith said that this would conclude his formal remarks and that he would entertain questions from the Council and members of the public.

The Council Vice President re-opened the floor to public comment.

PUBLIC COMMENT:

Henry Stoner, 343 West End Avenue, North Plainfield, asked if there were anything on the books that would introduce a truly competitive atmosphere to the cable TV environment in North Plainfield.  

Mr. Smith confirmed that Verizon is building-out its plant in the Borough, although he was not in the position to comment on their plans even though they are on a statewide project and will offer services similar to Comcast including video, telephone and internet.  

Mr. Stoner questioned if Comcast has plans for a rate increase in 2010.

Mr. Smith responded, “most likely,” explaining that it would cover the cost of providing programming and the cost of doing business.  Mr. Stoner asked if Comcast is regulated by the FCC (Federal Communications Commission), to which Mr. Smith agreed, clarifying that there are certain portions of the build-out that are FCC-regulated while some are not.    Mr. Stoner interjected that he could see the telephone portion being FCC-regulated while Mr. Smith responded that the FCC regulates neither telephone nor internet, adding that there are eleven basic services in all.  

Mr. Stoner asked about equipment required for Comcast digital reception.  Would there be a charge for it downstream?  Mr. Smith replied in the negative, saying “not that I’m aware of.”  He referenced a recent “migration” of limited basic channels in North Plainfield from the analogue to digital format.   In the process of making the change, three pieces of digital equipment were being provided to customers.  There was a phase in July when fourteen channels were migrated, then a month later in August, thirty channels were migrated.  All of the expanded basic channels have migrated to digital requiring the digital converter.  The only channels remaining on analogue format are the limited basic channels.   In clarification, Mr. Smith explained that if your home had a fourth TV, there would be a charge for the fourth digital box.  

Mr. Stoner believed that nothing in life is free, that he had received a main box as well as two others, that none of them is cheap and he felt that he would be charged for them, sooner or later.  Mr. Smith replied that the boxes are part of the rates that are charged and considered by Comcast to be an on-going expense.

Mr. Stoner recalled paying $14.95 for Comcast service in 1997, now they’re $64.20, representing a “helluva jump in twelve years.”  He was concerned about continued rate increases, and whether or not the FCC would control them.  Mr. Smith said that outside of regulation, there is the reality of fair market competition in the field, which continues to drive rates.  

Mr. Stoner questioned the channel line-up, indicating that ESPN-1 had been switched from channel six to 74, and he had no notice of the switch.  Mr. Smith replied that Comcast makes the effort to send customers notification of channel changes by mail, especially the analogue-to-digital changes.  Mr. Stoner was pleased that Mr. Smith had taken the time to answer his questions, thanking him and the Council for permitting him the time this evening.

There were no further public comments.  Mr. Hitchcock asked if there were any questions from Council or administration.

Mrs. Forbes said that she was getting inquiries from Borough residents wanting to see more public access programming in the form of meetings of various boards and committees.  She remembered seeing such programming on other cable systems in places where she had visited, saying that other systems had provided equipment and trained local residents in its operation.  Mr. Smith replied that the negotiation phase would commence following tonight’s hearing preparatory to franchise renewal.  Public access channels, he said, can “certainly be on the table” in the negotiations process.  

Mrs. Forbes, recalling that Mr. Smith had termed the franchise “non-exclusive,” asked if at some subsequent time another cable company came forth, the Borough could negotiate with them.  Mr. Smith replied, “absolutely,” saying that their franchise in every municipality where they operate is non-exclusive.  Satellite companies, he said, do not require franchises, while the Verizon FIOS franchise is statewide.  As such, they do not come in and negotiate with individual towns.  Comcast has chosen the municipal consent route, and they look forward to the process with North Plainfield.  

Mr. La Ronde asked about the percentage of Comcast subscribers in the Borough, and if subscriptions had increased, decreased or remained flat. 

Mr. Smith answered that it is proprietary information, and that they were not permitted to discuss their penetration or a certain number of subscribers.  Mr. Singleterry asked about the length of the process, and Mr. Smith explained that the process commenced with their April 2009 application which led to this hearing which was legally and correctly advertised.   The Borough and Comcast will now start negotiating the terms of its franchise.  Comcast is now working “off the back end of an automatic ten-year renewal,” allowed by the State Board of Public Utilities.  It amounts to a twenty-year franchise, and expires on January 17, 2010.  The cable company is looking to conclude its negotiations with the municipality and have a renewal in place prior to the expiration date.   Although the franchise may expire, Comcast would continue to operate the system so that North Plainfield residents experience no interruption.   He clarified that the twenty-year term was specific to the current franchise.  Comcast has had twenty-five year franchises, which came out of fifteen-year franchises with automatic ten-year renewals.  The average franchise limit in the state is 17.5 years.  

Mr. Hitchcock said that there might be a subsequent agenda session by administration to review any and all complaints that have been registered with regards to compliance, quality, financial problems and so forth.  He suggested that from here, the renewal could go to legal for further negotiations as to renewal or non-renewal.  Mr. Smith reminded that rates and programming could not be factored into the Borough’s decision as to renewal.   Mrs. Forbes interjected that the town could not insert a specific rate requirement or programming demand into the agreement and Mr. Smith agreed.

Mr. Hitchcock asked about deadlines, and Mr. Smith explained that their application is filed with the municipality and the state.  What is left to be done is the negotiation of the framing of the municipal consent ordinance.   Mr. Singleterry asked if they would also hear from Verizon or any other competitor.  The reply came that they had no application on file.  The Mayor commented that Mr. Bernstein would need to be consulted when he returns, and Ms. Wiebalk retorted that there would be further colloquy between the attorney(s) and Governing Body regarding topics for discussion.  Mr. Hitchcock interjected that it was a unique situation, where a public hearing had been conducted, but the Council, itself, had made comments and raised concerns as if they, themselves, were the public.

Following Mr. Hitchcock’s offer to entertain further remarks, no further comments were heard.   He asked for a motion to close public hearing.


Motion to close public hearing by Mr. Merrill, seconded by Mr. Singleterry and carried unanimously.


HEARING CLOSED


Mr. Hitchcock thanked Mr. Smith for his participation this evening.


Mrs. Forbes presented the following resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 09-14-09-01  WHEREAS, the local municipal budget for the year 2009 was approved on the 7th day of April, 2009, and;


WHEREAS, the public hearing on said budget has been held as advertised, and;


WHEREAS, it is desired to amend said approved budget;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, that the following amendments to the approved budget of 2009 be made:

CURRENT FUND – ANTICIPATED REVENUES








From


To
3.  Miscellaneous Revenues – Section B:  State Aid

     Without Offsetting Appropriations:

     Consolidated Municipal Property Tax Relief Aid

     Extraordinary Aid (N.J.S.A. 52:27D-118.35)

    0.00


125,000.00
Total Section B:  State Aid

     Without Offsetting Appropriations 

   1,863,855.00                     1,988,855.00
3.  Miscellaneous Revenues – Section F:

     Public and Private Revenues

     Historic Preservation 



                0.00


118,540.00

     Municipal Alliance on Alcohol/Drug Abuse                         0.00


  17,420.00
Total Section F:  Public and Private Revenues                312,121.67


448,081.67
Total Miscellaneous Revenues


   3,299,427.63
         3,560,387.63
6.  Amount to be Raised by Taxes for Support

     of Municipal Budget:

     a.) Local Tax for Municipal Purposes Including

          Reserve for Uncollected Taxes                         14,747,010.83
                   14,443,953.83
Total Amount to be Raised by Taxes for Support

     of Municipal Budget                                              14,747,010.83                   14,443,953.83 
7.  Total General Revenues                                         20,044,438.46                   20,002,341.46
CURRENT FUND APPROPRIATIONS
(A) Operations – within “CAPS”

      Reserve for Tax Appeals Pending 

      714,324.00                        531,912.00
Total Operations {Item 8(A)} within “CAPS”            14,840,991.00                  14,658,579.00

Total Operations Including Contingent 

      within “CAPS”                                                       14,846,991.00                  14,664,579.00
(H-1) Total General Appropriations for Municipal

       Purposes with “CAPS”                                          16,132,667.00                 15,950,225.00 

(A) Operations – Excluded from “CAPS”

       Public and Private Programs Offset by Revenue

       Historic Preservation                                                              0.00                     118,540.00

       Municipal Alliance on Alcohol/Drug Abuse                         0.00                        17,420.00

       Matching Funds – Municipal Alliance                                  0.00                          4,355.00
Total Public and Private Programs Offset

       by Revenues                                                                428,332.60                      568,647.60
Total Operations Excluded from “CAPS”                         722,832.60                      863,147.60
(H-2) Total General Appropriations for Municipal

      Purposes Excluded from “CAPS”                             2,336,771.46                   2,477,086.46
(L) Subtotal General Appropriations 

      {Items (H-1) and (O)}                                             18,469,438.46                 18,427,341.46
9. Total General Appropriations                                    20,044,438.46                20,002,341.46

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that two (2) certified copies of this resolution be filed forthwith in the Office of the Director of the Division of Local Government Services for certification of the 2009 local municipal budget so amended.


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this complete amendment, in accordance with the provisions of N.J.S. 40A:4-9, be published in The Courier News in the issue of September 16, 2009 and that said publication contain notice of public hearing on said amendment to be held at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, NJ on September 21, 2009, at 7:30 o’clock p.m.      
CONSENT AGENDA
Council Vice President Hitchcock stated that all matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine in nature and will be approved by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If any discussion is desired by Council, that particular item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

Mrs. Forbes requested that items “d” and “o” be removed for separate votes.


Mr. La Ronde presented the following resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 09-14-09-02 BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that resolutions numbered

09-14-09-02c, e, f, g, h, i, j, k, l, m, n, p, q, and r 

having been placed on the Consent Agenda and there having been no objection thereto, the same are hereby approved.


Seconded by Mr.  and on Roll Call carried all six voting aye.

APPROVED RESOLUTIONS:
RESOLUTION NO. 09-14-09-02c  RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD ACCEPTING THE PROPOSAL OF HATCH MOTT MACDONALD FOR PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR THE WELLS ROAD SANITARY SEWER REPLACEMENT PROJECT

WHEREAS, Hatch Mott MacDonald has submitted a proposal to the Borough of North Plainfield to provide professional engineering services relative to the Wells Road Sanitary Sewer Replacement Project (the “Project”) in the Borough; and,

WHEREAS, Hatch Mott MacDonald proposes to provide services for the design of the Project, preparation of the permit applications and assistance in publicly bidding the Project; and,

WHEREAS, Hatch Mott MacDonald has proposed to perform the above-referenced professional engineering services for the amount of Twelve Thousand Five Hundred Dollars and No Cents ($12,500).

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that the proposal of Hatch Mott MacDonald to perform professional engineering services in connection with the Wells Road Sanitary Sewer Replacement Project in the Borough for the amount of Twelve Thousand Five Hundred Dollars and No Cents ($12,500) is hereby accepted and the Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized to execute any and all necessary documents on behalf of the Borough accepting the proposal.


RESOLUTION NO. 09-14-09-02e  RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD ACCEPTING THE PROPOSAL OF BIRDSALL SERVICES GROUP FOR PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR THE MUNICIPAL STORMWATER MAPPING PROJECT


WHEREAS, Birdsall Services Group has submitted a proposal to the Borough of North Plainfield to provide professional engineering services relative to the Municipal Stormwater Mapping Project (the “Project”) in the Borough; and,


WHEREAS, Birdsall Services Group proposes to provide field survey and CAD services in order to develop mapping of the Borough’s stormwater system; and,


WHEREAS, Birdsall Services Group has proposed to perform, as per their letter of July 10, 2009, the above-referenced professional engineering services for the amount of Fifty-Nine Thousand Five Hundred Dollars and No Cents ($59,500).


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that the proposal of Birdsall Services Group to perform professional engineering services in connection with the Municipal Stormwater Mapping Project in the Borough for the amount of Fifty-Nine Thousand Five Hundred Dollars and No Cents ($59,500) is hereby accepted and the Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized to execute any and all necessary documents on behalf of the Borough accepting the proposal.  
RESOLUTION NO. 09-14-09-02f  RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD ACCEPTING THE PROPOSAL OF BIRDSALL SERVICES GROUP FOR PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR THE 2009 CAPITAL ROAD PROGRAM PROJECT

WHEREAS, Birdsall Services Group has submitted a proposal to the Borough of North Plainfield to provide professional engineering services relative to the 2009 Capital Road Program Project (the “Project”) in the Borough; and,

WHEREAS, Birdsall Services Group proposes to provide the design for pavement, curb, sidewalk and drainage improvements to Ridge Avenue, Jefferson Avenue, Coddington Avenue, Lawrence Avenue, Chatham Place and Sandford Avenue within the Borough, as well as provide bid support, construction inspection and administration of the Project; and,

WHEREAS, Birdsall Services Group has proposed to perform the above-referenced professional engineering services for the amount of One Hundred Sixty-Two Thousand Seven Hundred Twenty-Five Dollars and No Cents ($162,725).

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that the proposal of Birdsall Services Group to perform professional engineering services in connection with the 2009 Capital Road Program Project in the Borough for the amount of One Hundred Sixty-Two Thousand Seven Hundred Twenty-Five Dollars and No Cents ($162,725) is hereby accepted and the Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized to execute any and all necessary documents on behalf of the Borough accepting the proposal.

RESOLUTION NO. 09-14-09-02g  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that it does hereby authorize the issuance of licenses to drive a taxicab for calendar year 2009, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-1 et seq., to the following in accordance with the application heretofore submitted:

Steven Cobo




Jose E. Gonzalez-Irizarry

301 Maple Avenue, #174


122 Morton Avenue 

North Plainfield, NJ  07060


South Plainfield, NJ  07080

Eduardo F. Manjarres



Marco W. Ramirez

100 Brook Avenue



62 Elmora Avenue

North Plainfield, NJ  07060


Elizabeth, NJ  07202

RESOLUTION NO. 09-14-09-02h  AUTHORIZING AMENDMENT TO THE 2009 TEMPORARY BUDGET

WHEREAS, The Revised Statutes of New Jersey 40A:4-20 provide for the adoption of temporary appropriations in addition to temporary appropriations necessary for the period between the beginning of the current fiscal year and the date of the adoption of the Local Budget for the Year 2009;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT AND IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the following amendments to the temporary appropriations be made in the amounts and for the purposes herein set forth for the period between January 1st, 2009 and the adoption of the Local Budget for the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset and State of New Jersey for the fiscal Year 2009:







Salaries

Other

A/C # 

Current Fund


& Wages

Expenses
26-310

Building & Grounds




$    4,225.00

26-315

Vehicle maintenance 




    45,250.00

28-370

Recreation 


$ 19,187.50

31-430

Utilities-Electric

__________ 

  125,000.00


Totals



$ 19,187.50

$ 174,475.00

A/C#

Sewer Utility
55-501

Operating 


$ 45,000.00

RESOLUTION NO. 09-14-09-02i  WHEREAS, the Tax Collector of the Borough of North Plainfield has been notified of an overpayment of a sewer payment,

WHEREAS, the homeowner has requested that the payment be refunded;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Treasurer is authorized to make the following refunds:

Refund Sewer Over Payment:

LPB Associates of N.P., LLC

$130.00

c/o Rock Management Inc.

238 Rock Road, 2nd Floor

Glen Rock, NJ  07452

RESOLUTION NO. 09-14-0902j  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that the Treasurer is hereby authorized to refund the following:

Refund of Road Opening Bond
Hoff Bros., LLC
$ 1500.00

2504 Plainfield Avenue

Scotch Plains, NJ  07076

RESOLUTION NO. 09-14-09-02k  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that the Treasurer is hereby authorized to refund the following:

Refund of Dumpster Bond:

Percario Roofing 
$ 200.00

1259 St. George Avenue

Roselle, NJ  07203

RESOLUTION NO. 09-14-09-02l  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Borough Treasurer is authorized to make the following refunds:

Refund Sewer Utility Erroneous Billing:

Block 129 Lot 17

$  143.00
North Plainfield Board of Education







33 Mountain Avenue







North Plainfield, NJ  07060

Refund Erroneous Subsequent Payments:

Block 21.01 Lot 10

 1,889.61
Elliot Loeb

Certificate #08-00034



1 Lakeview Road

9-99-50-140-201



Saratoga Springs, NY  12866

RESOLUTION NO. 09-14-09-02m  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that the Treasurer is hereby authorized to refund the following:

Refund of Certificate of Compliance Inspection Fee:

Kim Johnson 

$  50.00

130 West Front Street

Apt. 211

Plainfield, NJ  07060

RESOLUTION NO. 09-14-09-02i  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Borough Treasurer is authorized to make the following refunds:

Tax Sale Certificate

Amount

Lienholder

Block 147 Lot 20

$ 11,525.47

Stuart Lasher

Certificate #08-00142




P.O. Box 83


Premium T 15-56-160-201 
        100.00

Milltown, NJ  08850-0083


Block 86 Lot 4
        
        831.18

Isaac Moradi


Certificate #08-00082




520 Elm Street









Kearny, NJ  07032


Block 21.01 Lot 10

    9,601.79

Elliot Loeb


Certificate #08-00034




1 Lakeview Road









Saratoga Springs, NY  12866

Block 101 Lot 16

  14,210.54 
  
Mooring Secured Liquidity


Certificate #08-00104




8614 Westwood Center Dr.









Suite 500










Vienna, VA  22182


Block 3.09 Lot 26

   2,311.54

CCTS Capital LLC


Certificate #08-00010




1415 Route 70 East









Cherry Hill, NJ  08034


Block 21.02

             12,158.08

Stuart Lasher


Certificate #08-00035




P.O. Box 83


Premium T 15-56-160-201
      300.00

Milltown, NJ  08850


Block 33 Lot 2

      735.68

Isaac Moradi


Certificate #08-00039




20 Elm Street


Block 133 Lot 18

      776.99

Kearny, NJ  07032


Certificate #08-00128


Block 104 Lot 13

        78.32

Herbert Sehgel


Certificate #06-00073




P.O. Box 284


Block 18 Lot 9

       233.09

Kingston, NJ  08528


Certificate #07-00032


Block 18 Lot 9

       356.09

Herbert Sehgel


Certificate #08-00033







Block 110 Lot 19.01                      295.20

Herbert Sehgel


Certificate #08-00113


Block 178 Lot 29

       787.04

CCTS Capital LLC


Certificate #09-00167




1415 Route 70 East


Block 194 Lot 45




Cherry Hill, NJ  08034


Certificate #08-00174                 1,323.84


Block 68 Lot 21




CCTS Capital LLC


Certificate #08-00067                 1,566.45


Premium 


         50.00


Block 170.02 Lot 1                     6,874.85

James Pilewski


Certificate #06-00111




346 South Avenue









Fanwood, NJ  07023


Block 3.01 Lot 1
                   555.69

Chun T. Li


Certificate #08-00005




9 Maljim Court









Wayne, NJ  07470


Block 40 Lot 24                             901.63


Certificate #08-00045


Block 101 Lot 40                           216.02

George Shrier


Certificate #08-00106




201 South 2nd Avenue









P.O. Box 16









Highland Park, NJ  08904


Block 5 Lot 8.04

       613.42  

72 Oak Street Holdings


Certificate #07-00018




P.O. Box 653









Montvale, NJ  07645


RESOLUTION NO. 09-14-09-02p  
WHEREAS, St. Joseph’s Church, 41 Manning Avenue, North Plainfield, New Jersey, has applied for licenses to conduct an off-premise cash raffle (50-50) on October 24, 2009; and


WHEREAS, St. Joseph’s Church has been issued Identification No. 352-1-11754 by the New Jersey Legalized Games of Chance Control Commission; and


WHEREAS, investigation has show that said applicant meets the requirements for the issuance of a raffle license;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk be and is hereby authorized to issue licenses to St. Joseph’s Church to conduct an off-premises cash raffle (50-50) on October 24, 2009 at 41 Manning Avenue, North Plainfield, New Jersey.

RESOLUTION NO. 09-14-09-02q  WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield wishes to enter into an agreement with the North Plainfield Board of Education as to the use by the Borough of certain athletic fields, tennis courts and gymnasiums under the control of the Board of Education; and,

WHEREAS, the agreement to allow the Borough access to use such athletic fields, tennis courts and gymnasiums and the terms and conditions regarding such use are contained in the Agreement which is attached hereto and incorporated herein.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that the Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized, on behalf of the Borough of North Plainfield, to execute the Agreement attached hereto between the Borough and the Board of Education for use of the Board’s athletic fields, tennis courts and gymnasiums. 


RESOLUTION NO. 09-14-09-02r  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that prior to the adjournment of this meeting it shall adjourn to an executive session from which the public will be excluded for the purpose of discussion on:

personnel


Exclusion of the public for this purpose is specifically permitted by N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq.  The contents of this discussion will not be disclosed until such time as the disclosure of same will not adversely affect the public interest and upon resolution of the Council.


Mr. La Ronde presented the following resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 09-14-09-02d  RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD ACCEPTING THE PROPOSAL OF BIRDSALL SERVICES GROUP FOR PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR THE VERMEULE MANSION ROOF DRAINAGE PROJECT


WHEREAS, Birdsall Services Group has submitted a proposal to the Borough of North Plainfield to provide professional engineering services relative to the Vermeule Mansion Roof Drainage Project (the “Project”) in the Borough; and,


WHEREAS, Birdsall Services Group proposes to provide the design for a drywall drainage system to collect rainwater from three (3) existing roof leaders at the rear of the Vermeule Mansion, pursuant to their letter of August 14, 2009; and,


WHEREAS, Birdsall Services Group has proposed to perform the above-referenced professional engineering services for the amount of One Thousand One Hundred Fifty Dollars and No Cents ($1,150).


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that the proposal of Birdsall Services Group to perform professional engineering services in connection with the Vermeule Mansion Roof Drainage Project in the Borough for the amount of One Thousand One Hundred Fifty Dollars and No Cents ($1,150) is hereby accepted and the Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized to execute any and all necessary documents on behalf of the Borough accepting the proposal.


Seconded by Mr. Singleterry with Roll Call as follows:


Ayes:  La Ronde, Merrill, Singleterry


Abstain:  Forbes, Hitchcock, Righetti


Resolution carried 3-0-3.


Mr. La Ronde presented the following resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 09-14-09-02o  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the attached bills of the accounts named and for the amounts stated, having been duly audited and found to be correct as of this 14th day of September, 2009, the same be paid; and that the Mayor and Chief Financial Officer are hereby authorized to sign and deliver warrants for the same.


Seconded by Mr. Singleterry with Roll Call as follows:


Ayes:  Hitchcock, La Ronde, Merrill, Righetti, Singleterry


Abstain:  Forbes 

COMMUNICATIONS:

	AccuTech Environmental Services, Inc.

Keyport, NJ
	Re:  VIP is Conducting Environmental Monitoring Activities Located at 555 Somerset Street

	Aurora Loan Services

Scottsbluff, NE
	Re:  Notice of Intent to Foreclose on Property Located at 33 Coddington Avenue

	
	Re:  Notice of Intent to Foreclose on Property Located at 401 Hwy 22, Unit 32H

	
	Re:  Notice of Intent to Foreclose on Property Located at 216 North Jackson Avenue

	
	Re:  Notice of Intent to Foreclose on Property Located at 117 Sandford Avenue 



	BAC Home Loans Servicing, L.P.

Plano, TX
	Re:  Notice of Intent to Foreclose on Property Located at 761 Taft Avenue

	
	Re:  Notice of Intent to Foreclose on Property Located at 188 Duer Street 

	
	Re:  Notice of Intent to Foreclose on Property Located at 574 Ayres Avenue

	
	Re:  Notice of Intent to Foreclose on Property Located at 100 Mountain Avenue



	Bank of America

Plano, TX
	Re:  Notice of Intent to Foreclose on Property Located at 98 Fairview Avenue

	
	Re:  Notice of Intent to Foreclose on Property Located at 325 Glendale Road

	
	Re:  Notice of Intent to Foreclose on Property Located at 182 Westervelt Avenue



	Chase Home Finance LLC

Columbus, OH
	Re:  Notice of Intent to Foreclose on Property Located at 400 West End Avenue

	
	Re:  Notice of Intent to Foreclose on Property Located at 29-31 Fairview Avenue

	
	Re:  Notice of Intent to Foreclose on Property Located at 62 Mercer Avenue

	
	Re:  Notice of Intent to Foreclose on Property Located at 232 Maple Terrace 

	
	Re:  Notice of Intent to Foreclose on Property Located at 153-155 Manning Avenue

	
	Re:  Notice of Intent to Foreclose on Property Located at 222 Rutledge Court

	
	Re:  Notice of Intent to Foreclose on Property Located at 221 Greenbrook Road

	
	Re:  Notice of Intent to Foreclose on Property Located at 200 Grove Street

	
	Re:  Notice of Intent to Foreclose on Property Located at 28 Washington Avenue

	
	Re:  Notice of Intent to Foreclose on Property Located at 117 Jennings Lane

	
	Re:  Notice of Intent to Foreclose on a Unit Located at 401 Hwy 22 West

	
	Re:  Notice of Intent to Foreclose on Property Located at 358 Grove Street

	
	Re:  Notice of Intent to Foreclose on Property Located at 534 Parkview Avenue

	
	Re:  Notice of Intent to Foreclose on Property Located at 28 Myrtle Avenue 

	
	Re:  Notice of Intent to Foreclose on Property Located at 106 Duer Street

	
	Re:  Notice of Intent to Foreclose on Property Located 717 West Rockview Avenue 

	
	Re:  Notice of Intent to Foreclose on Property Located at 753 West Rockview Avenue 

	
	Re:  Notice of Intent to Foreclose on Property Located at 31 Chestnut Street

	
	Re:  Notice of Intent to Foreclose on Property Located at 232 Maple Terrace 

	
	Re:  Notice of Intent to Foreclose on Property Located at 11 Beech Lane 

	
	Re:  Notice of Intent to Foreclose on Property Located at 221 Greenbrook Road 



	Foreclosure Review Services, Inc.

Mt. Laurel, NJ
	Re:  Notice of Intent to Foreclose on Property Located at 147 Manning Avenue



	Phelan Hallinan & Schmieg, PC

Mt. Laurel, NJ
	Re:  Notice of Intent to Foreclose on Property Located at 170 Grove Street

	
	Re:  Notice of Intent to Foreclose on Property Located at 88 Willow Avenue



	Parker McCay

Marlton, NJ
	Re:  Notice of Intent to Foreclose on Property Located at 43 Sycamore Avenue 



	Powers Kirn, LLC

Moorestown, NJ
	Re:  Notice of Intent to Foreclose on Property Located at 401 Hwy 22 West, Apt. 11G

	
	Re:  Notice of Intent to Foreclose on Property Located at 643 Parkview Avenue 



	Saxon Mortgage FKA Meritech

Fort Worth, TX
	Re:  Notice of Intent to Foreclose on Property Located at 32A Washington Avenue



	Washington Mutual

Jacksonville, FL
	Re:  Notice of Intent to Foreclose on Property Located at 254 Arnold Avenue 

	
	Re:  Notice of Intent to Foreclose on Property Located at 1300 Rock Avenue, Unit K-7

	
	Re:  Notice of Intent to Foreclose on Property Located at 16 Howard Street 



	North Plainfield Rescue Squad
	Re:  Profit and Loss Standard for May, June, and July, 2009; 6 Month Report for January 1 to June 30; Quarterly Report for April 1 to June 30

	Plainfield Area Humane Society

Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Activity Report for the Month of July, 2009

	Vermeule Artscenter

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  September 2009 Classes

	State of New Jersey, Department of Environmental Protection
	Re:  Letter of Interpretation

	Comcast


	Re:  Our Network Enhancement Has Begun

	
	Re:  Cable Guide Update 

	
	Re:  Channel Changes

	
	Re:  Channel Additions 

	Energy-Smart Somerset Forum

Somerville, NJ
	Re:  Registration Information for Seminar on September 12, 2009

	Donna Kukla, RMC

Township of Montgomery 
	Re:  Copy of Resolution #09-8-257, Urging Elimination of State Imposed Unfunded Mandates

	State of New Jersey, Government Records Council

Trenton, NJ
	Re:  Frank D’Amore v. Borough of North Plainfield, GRC Complaint No. 2009-137.  Administrative Complaint Disposition – Complaint Voluntarily Withdrawn

	Birdsall Services Group

Cranford, NJ
	Re:  Proposal for Professional Services Vermeule Mansion Roof Drainage

	
	Re:  Preconstruction Meeting Minutes 

	
	Re:  NJDOT FY 2008 Municipal Aid Program Oneida Avenue Roadway Improvements

	U.S. Department of Commerce

U.S. Census Bureau

New York, NY
	Re:  Invitation to Participate in the 2010 Census New Construction Program

	North Plainfield Citizens for Community Rights
	Re:  Letter to the Clerk Requesting Their Petition Be Submitted to the Somerset County Clerk to Be Placed on the November 2009 Ballot 

	Eric M. Bernstein & Associates, LLC

Warren, NJ
	Re:  Initiative and Referendum Proposal for “Sunshine Law Ordinance”

	New Jersey Institute of Local Government Attorneys
	Re:  Seeking Nominations for the “William F. Cox Award”

	Teamsters Local 469 
	Re:  Memorandum of Agreement 

	New Jersey State League of Municipalities

Trenton, NJ
	Re:  Make Plans to Attend the Annual Business Meeting Friday, November 20, 2009 at the Sheraton Convention Center Hotel

	
	Re:  Educators Pandemic Influenza Summit for Chief School Administrators & Public Health Officers



	
	Re:  1st Annual Sustainable Jersey Awards Luncheon for Tuesday, November 17, 2009



	Planning Board

North Plainfield, NJ


	Re:  Request For Review/Recommendations From the Fire Department For Minor Subdivision and Variance to Build Two 2-Family Houses on Gavin Place

	NJ Transit Notice of Availability
	Re:  Environmental Assessment for the Pennsauken Junction Transit Center and Park and Ride Project

	TRC Environmental Corporation

Millburn, NJ
	Re:  Public Notice Site Information Sheet and Sensitive Populations and Resources Checklist Former Lockheed Electronics Corp. Site Route 22 West 

	Delta Consultants

St. Paul, MN
	Re:  Public Notification Letter For Former Getty Service Station, 58 Greenbrook Road

	David Hollod

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Notice to Bidders of Invitation to Bid for Street Sweeper on October 1, 2009

	Sunoco, Inc.

Exton, PA
	Re:  Notification of Environmental Remedial Activities for Sunoco Service Station at 400 Somerset Street 

	Michael Vespasiano

Chatham, NJ
	Re:  2009 Tax Court Complaints for Somerset County, 179-185 Grove Street

	Baumann, Lynes & Viscomi

Fairfield, NJ
	Re:  Quality Choice Transportation VS. Kearney, Et Al

	PSE&G
	Re:  Notice of Filing and Public Hearings for Basic Generation Service Charges Procured by PSE&G on Behalf of its Basic Generation Service Customers and Notice of Proposed Recovery Through its BGS Charges of Costs Resulting from Statewide Auction for Basic Generation Service

	Tax Court of New Jersey
	Re:  Case Information Statement for 285 Somerset Street LLC

	
	Re:  Case Information Statement for 965 Route 22 West

	Hatch Mott MacDonald

Millburn, NJ
	Re:  North Plainfield DPW Garage Public Notification 

	
	Re:  Submitted Photographs of the Sign Required Pursuant to N.J.A.C. 7:26E-1.4(h) Located at the Corner of Dupont Street and Steiner Place

	William M. Campbell, pro se

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Notice of Civil Action In Lieu of Prerogative Writ Docket No. SOM-L-1347-09



	State of New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection
	Re:  Remedial Investigation Report/Remedial Investigation Workplan Approval for Former Exxon S/S 33088 Located at 611-613 Rt 22 West

	
	Re:  Approval for Flood Hazard Area Individual Permit Freshwater Wetlands Permit

	
	Re:  The New Jersey Shade Tree Federation’s 84th Annual Conference October 23, 24, 25, 2009

	
	Re:  Acknowledgement of Receipt of the Remedial Action Progress Report Submitted Pursuant to the Underground Storage Tank Regulations and the Technical Requirements for Site Remediation 

	NJ Division of Taxation, Audit Services Branch

Trenton, NJ
	Re:  Hotel and Motel Listing for the Borough of North Plainfield

	Plainfield Area Regional Sewerage Authority

Middlesex, NJ
	Re:  Agenda for September 3, 2009 Meeting and August 6, 2009 Meeting Minutes 



	Frank N. D’Amore Sr.

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Memo of Violation of Property Maintenance Ordinance at Clinton Avenue and Warfield Road



	Carol A. Jacoby

Philadelphia, PA
	Re:  Notice of Hearing for Property Located at Route 22, Block 6.02, Lots 2 and 3

	Greenberg Traurig, LLP

Florham Park, NJ
	Re:  American Motorists Insurance Company V. North Plainfield Board of Education Subpoena Duces Tecum and Ad Testificandum

	Bob Hitchcock

North Plainfield, NJ
	Re:  Letter to Chief William Parenti About Activity at Vermeule on September 12, 2009



	Thomas Umrath

Chatham, NJ
	Re:  Letter of Thanks to James Rodino for Helping With a Stormwater Drainage Emergency on North Drive

	William S. Winters

East Brunswick, NJ
	Re:  Tax Appeal Case Information Statement for 55-65 Somerset Street

	
	Re:  Tax Appeal Case Information Statement for 67-73 Somerset Street

	
	Re:  Tax Appeal Case Information Statement for 75-77 Somerset Street

	
	Re:  Tax Appeal Case Information Statement for 11-15 Craig Place 


REQUESTS FOR AGENDA ITEMS:

Mrs. Forbes questioned the Rescue Squad.  Further, she questioned the impact the increase in foreclosures will have on the Borough.

Mr. Merrill requested that someone come in and speak to the Council about the impact of foreclosures and possible assistance to the residents. 

Mr. Singleterry suggested a possible joint meeting with the Planning Board to discuss the Master Plan.

PUBLIC COMMENT:

Henry Stoner, 43 West End Avenue, North Plainfield, questioned communications to the Borough Council, specifically that from Accu-Tech and the monitoring at VIP Honda.  Mr. Hitchcock suggested that since Mr. Stoner is on the Environmental Commission with him, that Dr. Allen could enlighten him with the fine details.

Mr. Hitchcock moved to close public comments, seconded by Mr. Righetti and on voice vote carried all six in favor.

COMMENTS BY MAYOR, ADMINISTRATOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS:
Mayor Giordano thanked the Friends of Vermeule for their successful yard sale despite the inclement weather.  He added that he had recently attended a number of block parties in town which were most enjoyable.  The Mayor concluded by reminding of the Senior Picnic scheduled for September 26th.

Mr. Singleterry advised of the success of the summer’s well-attended Farmers’ Market which will continue through October.  It did very well, he assured.  

Mr. Merrill reported on the work being done to Krausche Field and assured that it would be the centerpiece for Borough sports and recreation when complete.

Mrs. Forbes explained that the new artificial turf on the field is covered by a grant, but that fundraisers continue for such emoluments as an upgraded snack bar and website.  She suggested that all endeavor to get the word out regarding the Comcast Cable franchise renewal.

Reporting on the success of the recent yard sale, Mr. Hitchcock reported that approximately $800.00 had been cleared for the mansion.

Council Vice President Hitchcock called for a recess at 8:47 p.m.

EXECUTIVE SESSION

Motion to come out of executive session by Mr. Hitchcock, seconded by Mr. La Ronde and carried unanimously. 

Ms. Wiebalk advised that during the Executive Session, all council members were present but President Stabile.  Matters of personnel regarding Tina Totten were discussed during the session.  That issue will be revisited during an Executive Session to be held on September 28th.  

Motion to adjourn by Mr. La Ronde, seconded by Mr. Righetti and carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 9:30 p.m.







Borough Clerk

Council President
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