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DRAFT MINUTES

These are the Draft Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Borough Council of North Plainfield, NJ held on Monday, 25 April 2011.  Every attempt has been made to make these minutes as comprehensive and conclusive as possible.  However, as it is a draft document, it is not to be construed as an official account of the actions of the Governing Body occurring at an actual meeting.  If changes are approved, revised minutes will be posted to the website and/or provided with changes as announced at a future meeting. 

MINUTES of the Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Monday, April 25, 2011 at 8:47 p.m. at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:

Mary H. Forbes





Robert E. Hitchcock






Lawrence La Ronde
 






Everett Merrill 






Frank Righetti


                                    
            Douglas M. Singleterry
Frank “Skip” Stabile, Council President
Also Present:


David E. Hollod, Borough Administrator 




Patrick DeBlasio, Chief Financial Officer 
Wendy Wiebalk, Esq., Associate Borough Attorney
Richard K. Phoenix, RMC, Borough Clerk

The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was led by Mr. Merrill.         
Council President Stabile read the following Notice of Compliance:

“This is a Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield.  Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News and The Star Ledger on December 14, 2010, by publication of the announcement in the Courier News of December 17, 2010 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the municipal building and memorial library reserved for such purpose.”
The Clerk had submitted copies of the minutes of the Executive Session of March 28, 2011 and the Agenda Conference and Regular Meeting of April 11, 2011.
Council President Stabile called for a Roll Call on the minutes:

Executive Session of March 28, 2011:  All in favor. 

Agenda Conference and Regular Meeting of March 28, 2011:   All in favor.
MAYORAL PROCLAMATION:

Council President Stabile read the following Mayoral Proclamation:

MUNICIPAL CLERKS’ WEEK

May 1-7, 2011


WHEREAS, the Office of the Municipal Clerk, a time-honored and vital part of local government exists throughout the world; and


WHEREAS, the Office of the Municipal Clerk is the oldest amongst public servants; and


WHEREAS, the Office of the Municipal Clerk provides the professional link between the citizens, the local governing bodies and agencies of government at other levels; and


WHEREAS, Municipal Clerks have pledged to be ever mindful of their neutrality and impartiality, rendering equal service to all; and


WHEREAS, the Municipal Clerk serves as the information center on functions of local government and community; and


WHEREAS, Municipal Clerks continually strive to improve the administration of the affairs of the Office of the Municipal Clerk through participation in education programs, seminars, workshops and the annual meetings of the state, province, county and international professional organizations; and


WHEREAS, it is most appropriate that we recognize the accomplishments of the Office of the Municipal Clerk.


NOW, THEREFORE, I, MICHAEL GIORDANO JR., Mayor of North Plainfield Borough, do recognize the week May 1 through May 7, 2011, as Municipal Clerks’ Week, and further extend appreciation to our Borough Clerk, Rich Phoenix, to Deputy Municipal Clerk, Stephanie Sherwood; and, to all municipal clerks for the vital services they perform and their exemplary dedication to the communities they represent.  
Mr. Singleterry presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:  
RESOLUTION NO. 04-25-11-01  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:4-8, that the approved 2011 Municipal Budget of the Borough of North Plainfield be read by its title; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that it is the determination of the Council that a complete copy of the approved budget, as aforesaid, has been made available for public inspection at the North Plainfield Memorial Library and the Somerset County Library at least one week prior to today’s date, and that a copy of said budget has been made available to each person requesting the same during said week and during this public hearing. 

Seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye. 

HEARING:

MUNICIPAL BUDGET OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD, COUNTY OF SOMERSET, FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2011

PUBLIC COMMENT:  No comment.  

Mr. Hitchcock presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:
RESOLUTION NO. 04-25-11-01A  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset that the budget hereinbefore set forth is hereby adopted and shall constitute an appropriation for the purposes stated of the sums therein set forth as appropriations, and authorization of the amount of:

$16,541,874.29 (Sixteen Million Five Hundred Forty-One Thousand, Eight Hundred Seventy-Four Dollars and Twenty-Nine Cents) item two below, for municipal purposes; and so move. 

Seconded by Mr. La Ronde and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.  
CONSENT AGENDA 
Council President Stabile stated that all matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine in nature and will be approved by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If any discussion is desired by Council, that particular item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.

Mr. Merrill presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 04-25-11-02  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that resolutions numbered

04-25-11-02a, b, c and d
having been placed on the Consent Agenda and there having been no objection thereto, the same are hereby approved.


Seconded by Mr. Righetti with Roll Call as follows:

Ayes:  Forbes, Hitchcock, La Ronde, Merrill, Righetti, Singleterry

Nays:  Stabile 


Resolution carried 6-1. 

APPROVED RESOLUTIONS:
RESOLUTION NO. 04-25-11-02a  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that 

WHEREAS, ROSE CARLOMAGNO MC CONNELL was a Plainfield native who spent most of her life in North Plainfield where she attended St. Joseph Elementary School and was graduated from North Plainfield High School.  She received her Bachelor of Science in Education from Rider College; her Masters degree in Schools Administration from Rutgers University; and, studied in a Sixth Year Program at Seton Hall University and the University of Tennessee; and


WHEREAS, ROSE and her beloved husband John McConnell were blessed in their union with four children.  She was predeceased by John in 1999.  For twenty years, she taught in the Elizabeth Public Schools, worked as a business teacher in the North Plainfield Adult School; and, at North Plainfield High School as a substitute teacher; and


WHEREAS, ROSE MC CONNELL, in 1977, became involved in the civic affairs of North Plainfield, when she became the first woman elected to the Borough Council.  She remained on Council until 1990, and during that time, presided as Council President in  1983.  From 1990 until 1999, she served as Somerset County Freeholder and acted as  Director of the Board of Freeholders from 1994 until 1997; and


WHEREAS, ROSE MC CONNELL also served Somerset County in a variety of capacities including membership on the Board of Social Services, Youth Services Commission, Parks Commission, Advisory Council on the Office on Aging, Liquor and Alcohol Abuse Council, Governing Officials, Heritage Trail Commission and Somerset County Federation of Republican Women; and


WHEREAS, ROSE MC CONNELL  received a range of awards and honors, including Business and Professional Women of the Plainfields Woman of the Year; The Millicent Fenwick Award for Public Service; Marconi Foundation Scholar Award; Somerset County GOP “Chairman’s Award”; Somerset County Commission on the Status of Women’s “Woman of the Year”; Somerset County Federation of Republican Women’s first Lifetime Achievement Award.  She was named to the North Plainfield High School Alumni Hall of Fame and a scholarship was named in her honor at Raritan Valley College.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield does hereby honor the memory of  ROSE MC CONNELL  for her years of dedicated service to her town and County; on behalf of all the people of this community, it commends and expresses its sincere appreciation for her years of tireless efforts; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield extends deepest condolences upon her passing, to ROSE’s countless friends and family, especially her children:  son and daughter-in-law, John & Jeanne McConnell; son, Kevin McConnell; son James McConnell; and, daughter and son-in-law, Patricia and James Lawrence; and her four grandchildren, Rebecca, Heather, Kathryn and James.


RESOLUTION NO. 04-25-11-02b  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Borough Tax Collector is authorized to make the following refunds:

Tax Sale Certificates


Amount

Lienholder
Block 148  Lot 10


$   321.16

Alterna Tax Cert Fund II

Certificate #10-00140





200 South Park Rd., Ste 320Q

Premium



     400.00

Hollywood, FL 33021

Block 108  Lot 19


$   894.79

Ace Plus LLC c/o Z. Zahler
Certificate #10-00107





1416 Avenue L
Premium



     400.00

Brooklyn, NY  11230
Block 151  Lot 11


$   658.73

Ace Plus LLC c/o Z. Zahler 
Certificate #10-00142

Premium



     400.00







Block 203.06  Lot 30


$   547.66

Changsheng Lu
Certificate #09-00377





4235 Coral Berry Path
Premium



     100.00

Apartment 204









Gurnee, IL  60031

RESOLUTION NO. 04-25-11-02c  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that, pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 4-1 et seq., that it does hereby authorize the issuance of licenses for the owner/operation of limousines/taxicabs to the following for calendar year 2011 in accordance with the applications heretofore submitted:

Hugo E. Gamboa
983 Madison Avenue

Plainfield, NJ  07060


RESOLUTION NO. 04-25-11-02d  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the attached bills of the accounts named and for the amounts stated, having been duly audited and found to be correct as of this 25th day of April, 2011, the same be paid; and that the Mayor and Chief Financial Officer are hereby authorized to sign and deliver warrants for the same.

COMMUNICATIONS:

	New Jersey State League of Municipalities

Trenton, NJ
	Re:  April 2011 Bulletin

	
	Re:  Support Municipal Priority Funding

	Comcast 

Union, NJ
	Re:  Comcast Connections Spring 2011

	State of New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection

Trenton, NJ
	Re:  New Jersey Shade Tree and Community Forestry Assistance Act

	SESI Consulting Engineers

Pine Brook, NJ
	Re:  Individual Flood Hazard Area Permit Application Flood Hazard Area Verification 


REQUESTS FOR AGENDA ITEMS:  None.   
PUBLIC COMMENT:  
Frank D’Amore, 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, commented on the Recreation presentation.  He questioned if the individuals teaching cooking are required to have background checks.  He spoke of the need to demolish 40-42 Washington Avenue, saying that the building is an eyesore and needs to be torn down.  
COMMENTS BY MAYOR, ADMINISTRATOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS:

Mr. Hollod thanked the Council for their unanimous support of the budget; it took months of preparation.  He advised that he will be working on a Capital Plan.
Mrs. Forbes thanked Mr. DeBlasio for his patience while sitting through the meeting.  She encouraged people to involve themselves in the budget process.  

Mr. Singleterry congratulated the Girls Traveling Basketball team as well as Mr. Merrill for his involvement.  
Motion to adjourn by Mr. La Ronde, seconded by Mr. Merrill and on voice vote, carried unanimously.


Meeting adjourned at 9:02 p.m.







Borough Clerk

Council President

04/25/11


