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DRAFT MINUTES

These are the Draft Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Borough Council of North Plainfield, NJ  held on Monday, 8 April 2013.  Every attempt has been made to make these as comprehensive and conclusive as possible.

However, as it is a draft document, it is not to be construed as a formal depiction of the official conduct of business and is subject to revision up to and following the Governing Body’s actual approval of same.  If changes are necessary, revised minutes will be posted to the website.

MINUTES of the Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield held on Monday, April 8, 2013 at 8:12 p.m. at the North Plainfield Community Center, 614 Greenbrook Road, North Plainfield, New Jersey.


PRESENT:


Council Members:
Mary H. Forbes 




Lawrence La Ronde

Everett Merrill  
Keiona R. Miller

Frank Righetti

Frank “Skip” Stabile 





Douglas M. Singleterry, Council President 


Also Present:

Michael Giordano Jr., Mayor 




David E. Hollod, Business Administrator 





Eric M. Bernstein, Esq., Borough Attorney





Richard K. Phoenix, RMC, Borough Clerk 

The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag was held at the Agenda Conference.   
The Council President read the following Notice of Compliance:


"This is a Regular Meeting of the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, scheduled by resolution of the Council adopted on December 10, 2012.  Adequate notice of this meeting was given pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. by transmitting said notice to the Courier News, The Star-Ledger and WKMB Radio on December 11, 2012, by publication of the announcement in the Courier News of December 13, 2012 and by posting a copy of this notice on the bulletin boards in the Municipal Building and Memorial Library reserved for such purpose."

The Clerk had submitted copies of the minutes of Agenda Conference and the Regular Meeting of March 25, 2013.

Council President Singleterry called for a Roll Call on the minutes: 


Ayes:  Forbes, La Ronde, Merrill, Miller, Righetti, Singleterry


Abstain:  Stabile  
Mrs. Forbes presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 04-08-13-01  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:4-8, that the approved 2013 Municipal Budget of the Borough of North Plainfield be read by its title; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that it is the determination of the Council that a complete copy of the approved budget, as aforesaid, has been made available for public inspection at the North Plainfield Memorial Library and the Somerset County Library at least one week prior to today’s date, and that a copy of said budget has been made available to each person requesting the same during said week and during this public hearing.


Seconded by Mr. La Ronde and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.


The Clerk read the Budget by its title.   

HEARING:

MUNICIPAL BUDGET OF THE BOROUGH OF NORTH PLAINFIELD, COUNTY OF SOMERSET, FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2013
PUBLIC COMMENT:    

Frank D’Amore, 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, questioned what percentage of the total cost for health benefits is paid for by the employees.  Mr. Bernstein explained that by law all employees are required to pay a percentage of the cost of their health plans.  
Motion to close public comment by Mr. La Ronde, seconded by Mr. Righetti and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.

Mr. La Ronde presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:  

RESOLUTION NO. 04-08-13-02  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that the budget hereinbefore set forth is hereby adopted and shall constitute an appropriation for the purposes stated of the sums therein set forth as appropriations, and authorization of the amount of: 


$18,328,983.00 (Eighteen Million Three Hundred Twenty-Eight Thousand, Nine Hundred Eighty-Three Dollars) item 1(a) below, for municipal purposes.  I so move.

Seconded by Mr. Stabile and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye.

CONSENT AGENDA 
Council President Singleterry stated that all matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine in nature and will be approved by one motion.  There will be no separate discussion of these items.  If any discussion is desired by Council, that particular item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and will be considered separately.
Mr. Bernstein requested that item “g” be removed and considered at the April 22 meeting.
Mr. La Ronde requested that item “h” be removed for a separate vote.

Mr. Merrill presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption:


RESOLUTION NO. 04-08-13-03 BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that resolutions numbered

04-08-13-03a, b, c, d, e and f
having been placed on the Consent Agenda and there having been no objection thereto, the same are hereby approved.


Seconded by Mr. La Ronde and on Roll Call carried all seven voting aye. 
APPROVED RESOLUTIONS:


RESOLUTION NO. 04-08-13-03a  RESOLUTION NO. 02-11-13-02a is being amended as follows:


WHEREAS, an application has been filed by Mr. Edison Garcia, Managing Member, t/a La Hacienda, LLC located at 210 Somerset Street, North Plainfield, NJ 07060, (hereinafter referred to as “Applicant”) for a person to person/place to place transfer of Plenary Retail Consumption License (1814-33-010-009), heretofore issued to Ruby Tuesday, Inc. and held in pocket by Ruby Tuesday, Inc., 1956-J University Boulevard South, Mobile, Alabama 36609; and,


WHEREAS, the submitted application form is complete in all respects, the transfer fees have been paid and the license has been properly renewed for the current license term; and,


WHEREAS, the Applicant is qualified to be licensed according to all standards established by Title 33 of the New Jersey Statutes, regulations promulgated thereunder, as well as pertinent local ordinances and conditions consistent with Title 33 of the New Jersey Statutes. Opening hours will be the customary local times as established pursuant to N.P.R.G.O. 6-4.1–4.5; and,


WHEREAS, the Applicant has disclosed and the issuing authority has reviewed the source of all funds in the purchase of the license and the licensed business and all additional financing obtained in connection with the license and licensed business and the North Plainfield Police Department has found such to be acceptable.


NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey that it does hereby approve, effective as of January 30, 2013, the person-to-person/place-to-place transfer of the aforesaid Plenary Retail Consumption License (1814-33-010-009) to La Hacienda, LLC located at 210 Somerset Street, North Plainfield, NJ 07060, heretofore issued to Ruby Tuesday, Inc.  (now in pocket and held by Ruby Tuesday, Inc., 1956-J University Boulevard South, Mobile, Alabama 36609) and does hereby direct the Borough Clerk to endorse the license certificate to the new ownership and take all other actions necessary. Said certificate shall read “This license, subject to all of the terms and conditions, is hereby transferred to La Hacienda, LLC t/a La Hacienda Restaurant, effective January 30, 2013.”

RESOLUTION NO. 04-08-13-03b  WHEREAS, Riverside Abstract paid taxes on Block 120  Lot 5 and Block 120  Lot 6 on December 12, 2012; and


WHEREAS, Riverside Abstract forwarded these payments to the tax office via Federal Express; and


WHEREAS, Riverside Abstract has provided a copy of the receipt of the payment signed by the tax office, however, the payments were never applied to the accounts;


WHEREAS, replacement checks have been provided by Riverside Abstract;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that interest be waived on the first quarter of taxes for 2013 on Block 120  Lot 5 and Block 120 Lot 6 and the Tax Collector is hereby authorized to apply the checks to the first quarter taxes on parcels.

RESOLUTION NO. 04-08-13-03c  WHEREAS, Brandon I. Blazek, 246 Oneida Place,  Block 15.03  Lot 28 had a successful tax appeal in 2011; and


WHEREAS, the appeal lowered his assessment from $235,000 to $185,000; and


WHEREAS, the MODIV system was not changed to reflect the appeal, and property taxes were levied at the original assessed valuation for 2012 and 2013;


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the Tax Collector is hereby authorized to adjust 2012 and 2013 taxes to reflect the lower assessed valuation and apply those credits to the 3rd and 4th quarters of 2013 taxes.

RESOLUTION NO. 04-08-13-03d  BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, that the Borough Tax Collector is authorized to make the following refunds:
Tax Sale Certificates


Amount
 
Lienholder
Block 85 Lot 10


$     465.83

Trade Money LLC

Certificate #12-00110





29 Palisades Road

Premium



       100.00

Old Bridge, NJ  08857


Block 3.03 Lot 16


$     401.79

Trade Money LLC
Certificate #12-00008







Premium



       100.00



Block 16 Lot 13


$     812.91

Trade Money LLC
Certificate #12-00038








Premium


      
       200.00



  


Block 3.05 Lot 44


$     577.09

FWDSL & Associates


Certificate #12-00010





5 Cold Hill Rd. S Ste. 11


Premium



       300.00

Mendham, NJ  07945




Block 37 Lot 16


$     562.39

FWDSL & Associates


Certificate #12-00069









Premium


                   300.00




Block 43 Lot 11


$47,930.80

Divot Capital 
Certificate #10-00037





200 South Park Rd Ste. 425
Premium



    6,100.00

Hollywood, FL  33021
Block 36 Lot 21


$     402.25

Derek Walker 
Certificate #12-00067





1355 Martine Avenue

Premium

                               300.00

Plainfield, NJ  07060




Block 180 Lot 18


$  1,323.81

US Bank Cust/Pro Capital 1 



Certificate #12-00214





50 South 16th St. Suite 1950


Premium 


                   200.00

Philadelphia, PA  19102



Block 57 Lot 4


$     787.09

US Bank Cust/Pro Capital 1  

Certificate #11-00065



Premium



       200.00


Block 177 Lot 5


$   2,956.07

US Bank Cust/Tower DBW II 
Certificate #12-00211





50 So. 16th St. Ste. 1950 TOW 


Premium



     1,400.00

Philadelphia, PA  19102




RESOLUTION NO. 04-08-13-03e  RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF NORTH PLAINFIELD AUTHORIZING MAYOR AND BOROUGH CLERK TO EXECUTE A CONTRACT WITH SUBURBAN CONSULTING ENGINEERS, INC. TO PERFORM ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR THE DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION ADMINISTRATION AND CONSTRUCTION OBSERVATION SERVICES FOR THE RENOVATION OF THE MUNICIPAL COMPLEX ROOF   

WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield was and continues to be in need for engineering services relating to the design and construction administration and construction observation services for the renovation of the Municipal Complex roof; and, 


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield previously advertised for proposals relating to the engineering services for renovations to the Municipal Complex; and, 


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield previously employed Suburban Consulting Engineers, Inc., located at 100 Valley Road, Suite 202, Mount Arlington, New Jersey 07856, for other engineering services relating to the renovations to the Municipal Complex; and, 

WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield finds that Suburban Consulting Engineers, Inc. is qualified to perform engineering services relating to the design and construction administration and construction observation services for the renovation of the Municipal Complex roof; and, 


WHEREAS, on January 2, 2013, the Borough of North Plainfield received a proposal from Suburban Consulting Engineers, Inc. for the engineering services relating to the design and construction administration and construction observation services for the renovation of the Municipal Complex Roof for an amount not to exceed Eleven Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($11,500.00), including a Four Thousand Dollar ($4,000.00) allowance set aside for the hiring of an invasive inspection contractor.  


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, that the Borough Council hereby authorizes the Mayor and Borough Clerk to sign and/or execute the within referenced contract for engineering services relating to the design and construction administration and construction observation services for the renovation of the Municipal Complex roof to Suburban Consulting Engineers, Inc., located at 100 Valley Road, Suite 202, Mount Arlington, New Jersey 07856 for a contract amount not to exceed Eleven Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($11,500.00).
RESOLUTION NO. 04-08-13-03f  RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF NORTH PLAINFIELD APPOINTING THE MAYOR AND BOROUGH CLERK TO EXECUTE A CONTRACT WITH SUBURBAN CONSULTING ENGINEERS, INC. TO PERFORM ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR THE DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION ADMINISTRATION AND CONSTRUCTION OBSERVATION SERVICES FOR THE RENOVATION OF THE MUNICIPAL COMPLEX COURTROOM  

WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield was and continues to be in need for engineering services relating to the design and construction administration and construction observation services for the renovation of the Municipal Complex Courtroom; and, 


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield previously advertised for proposals relating to the engineering services for renovations to the Municipal Complex; and, 


WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield previously employed Suburban Consulting Engineers, Inc., located at 100 Valley Road, Suite 202, Mount Arlington, New Jersey 07856, for other engineering services relating to the renovations to the Municipal Complex; and, 

WHEREAS, the Borough of North Plainfield finds that Suburban Consulting Engineers, Inc. is eminently qualified to perform engineering services relating to the design and construction administration and construction observation services for the renovation of the Municipal Complex Courtroom; and, 


WHEREAS, on January 4, 2013, the Borough of North Plainfield received a proposal from Suburban Consulting Engineers, Inc. for the engineering services relating to the design and construction administration and construction observation services for the renovation of the Municipal Complex Courtroom for an amount not to exceed Thirty-Seven Thousand Three Hundred Dollars ($37,300.00), which does not include any work or services associated with audio/visual components and systems.  


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of North Plainfield, County of Somerset, State of New Jersey, that the Borough Council hereby authorizes the Mayor and Borough Clerk to sign and/or execute the within referenced contract for engineering services relating to the design and construction administration and construction observation services for the renovation of the Municipal Complex Courtroom to Suburban Consulting Engineers, Inc., located at 100 Valley Road, Suite 202, Mount Arlington, New Jersey 07856 for a contract amount not to exceed Thirty-Seven Thousand Three Hundred Dollars ($37,300.00).


Mr. Merrill presented the following Resolution and moved its adoption: 

RESOLUTION NO. 04-08-13-03h  BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Borough of North Plainfield that the attached bills of the accounts named and for the amounts stated, having been duly audited and found to be correct as of this 8th day of April, 2013 the same be paid; and that the Mayor and Chief Financial Officer are hereby authorized to sign and deliver warrants for the same.

Seconded by Mr. La Ronde with Roll Call as follows:

Ayes:  Forbes, Merrill, Miller, Righetti, Stabile, Singleterry


Abstain:  La Ronde


Resolution carried 6-0-1.  


REPORTS 2013: 


Department of Police – February 
COMMUNICATIONS:

	Maser Consulting P.A.

Red Bank, NJ
	Re:  Freshwater Wetlands and Flood Hazard Area Application Notice to Neighboring Landowners

	Borough of Watchung 

Watchung, NJ
	Re:  Resolution Requesting that the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities Hold Hearings on Public Service Electric & Gas Company’s and Jersey Central Power & Light’s Response to Super Storm Sandy and Take Appropriate Action 

	The New Jersey Department of Education 
	Re:  2013-2014 School District Budget Statement – Tax Levy Certification 

	PSE&G

Newark, NJ
	Re:  Road Resurfacing and Reconstruction Program 



REQUESTS FOR AGENDA ITEMS:  None.  
PUBLIC COMMENT:

Frank D’Amore, Sr., 40 Willow Avenue, North Plainfield, voiced his concerns with the recurring parking problems in front of the post office, which may limit their business.  Mr. D’Amore confirmed that Chief Parenti had also observed these violations and ensured proper enforcement of the same.           
COMMENTS BY MAYOR, ADMINISTRATOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS:

Mayor Giordano read a letter from the Borough of Watchung thanking the Borough of North Plainfield for their support following the passing of Mayor Gerald Mobus.  He thanked Francine Gargano and the Somerset County Bar Association for their donation to the Municipal Alliance Committee and offered thanks to all of the volunteers at the recreation opening day for baseball and softball.
Mr. Hollod thanked the Council for their unanimous support of the budget and the repairs to the municipal building. 

Mr. Stabile commented that a Mayoral Proclamation recognizing organ donation will be forthcoming.
Motion to adjourn by Mr. La Ronde, seconded by Mr. Merrill and carried unanimously.

Meeting adjourned at 8:27 p.m.







Borough Clerk

Council President

03/25/13

